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from Ms first legislative act in Canada (the Ordinance) down
to his arrival in London, is perfectly inexplicable, and presents-
a series of blunders tricked out in plausible language, invested
with the dignity of pompous phraseology, mysterious allu-
sions, threats and promises, and the affecting complaints of
injured innocence and ill-requited virtue. But still, such
is the effect of notoriety, so dearly do ordinary mortals love
to play a part and ' make the capable,3 that in spite of his
blunders and his faults he has contrived to excite a certain
amount of interest, to make an impression, though not a
very deep or wide one, and to raise a vague expectation as
to his promised disclosures. His speeches in reply to the
addresses are most extraordinary performances, unbecoming
in tone, contradictory, inconsistent, and inflated; for as to
disclosures he has none to make of any sort or kind. He
had the finest game to play in Canada that could be placed
in his hands, for the proceedings here gave him. a legitimate
grievance, and would have enabled him to claim double credit
for success, and exemption from any blame or discredit from
failure; but temper, uncontrollable and unreflecting, hurried
him into the irretrievable follies he committed, and he
is now without any alternative but that of renewing the
Radical connexion from which a short time ago he evinced
a disposition to keep aloof, and he has nothing left for it but
to accept the post that is offered him of leading a party
which, in its composition, principles, and objects, is as un-
congenial as possible to his real character and disposition.
For it is not a little curious that this levelling democratic
faction, to whom the aristocracy are an abomination, are
not only wild to have a lord for their leader, but must
have that lord who is the especial incarnation of all those
odious qualities which they ascribe most unjustly to the
order of which he is a member: and he who is brimful
of pride and arrogance, and of an overweening sense of his
greatness and his rank, is content to associate with men
whose chief recommendation is the profuseness with which
they pander to his vanity, and to seek personal distinction
and power by lending himself to the promotion of schemes